
2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23  Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
 

Psalm 137:1-2,3,4-5,6  Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!  
 

Ephesians 2:4-10  God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love for us.  
 

John  3:14-21          Whoever believes in him will not be condemned.  
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4
th

 Sunday of Lent 
 

 

March 10,2024 

Weekend Mass Times:  
        Saturday 5 PM   
        Sunday    8:30 AM  10:30 AM  
                         5:15 PM (Spanish) 
 
Confessions:   
       Tues & Wed  4:30 – 5:10 PM  
        Friday    5:10  - 5:45PM (Lent) 
       Saturday     11am-12pm (Lent)  
    3:30 – 4:30 PM  

 

From Fr. Tom Fitzpatick:  
 

Winter is not through with us yet, and any crankiness due to 
the loss of an hour of sleep last night will quickly subside, es-
pecially as we at are able to appreciate that it is light outside 
much later in the day. While not exactly a harbinger of Spring, 
we know that it is coming in little signs. Our capacity to read 
the signs of the times, and the wherewithal to place them 
within the context of time and history is a hallmark of our 
shared human reason. Human reason also enables us to peer 
into these magnificent realities, enabling discernment to de-
tect the Providence of God as well, in terms of Salvation His-
tory and our own individual call to holiness in relationship with 
Him. We are flying through Lent it seems, and hopefully our 
faithful Lenten practices are enlightening our reason to see 
the handiwork and love of God through the merits and sacri-
fices of His Son. 
 

The Old Testament is replete with God communicating to His 
people through wonderful works, improbable rescues, the 
pleadings of the Prophets, and promises of what can be if His 
ways are heeded. Crucial to the story that Salvation history 
teaches is the fact and the manner in which God chose select 
individuals to bring about His Will. From Noah onwards, God 
called men and women to seemingly impossible tasks that 
flew in the face of normal human convention and reason. St. 
Paul said it best: “God chose the foolish of the world to shame 
the wise, and God chose the weak of the world to shame the 
strong” (1Cor 1:27). In our first reading today, we see many of 
the same behaviors directed at the Prophets of God that 
Christ endured over 500 years later: how “they mocked the 
messengers of God, despised His warnings, and scoffed at 
the prophets”. 
 

Our account from second Chronicles then explains that it was 
the anger of God that led to the pillaging by the Chaldeans, as 
if it were truly due to His anger. What really happened was  
the withdrawal of His grace and protection because Israel 

 
chose to turn from the ways of God. Israel went its own way, heed-
less of the Laws of God. He clearly told them what would ensue as 
a result of their folly through the words of His Prophets, and they 
received what they received due to their own faults. 
 

All too often, we hear about our ‘power within’. Unfortunately, this 
self-reliant boast is presented as something either to be found, or 
merely exercised by following a method that never seems to men-
tion God. Our faith is not based on knowing about God then decid-
ing whether He is necessary for a happy life or even needed in the 
first place, it is about simply knowing Him in the ways He com-
municates to us through Creation itself: in nature, by history, and 
the promptings He gives us through the gift of His presence in our 
souls. 
 

His teaching par excellence is Christ Himself, particularly as we 
place His sacrifice and victimhood within the context of history it-
self and see that it is not merely human nature slogging through 
time, but God-with-Us, giving life and purpose in all and through 
all. God’s ways are not contrarian; rather, they are absolutely con-
natural to human nature because He is our Creator. 
 

Christ has drawn all to Himself. It is we who ought not to repel Him 
by the mistake of self-reliance or forming Him in our image. Holi-
ness and virtue is an act that emanates from desire. It is evident 
that God places the desire for goodness and truth in every human 
heart, and these qualities are shaped and pruned by listening to 
this ‘power within’ which is nothing less than God Himself, known 
through the witness of Sacred Scripture and His gifts of grace. The 
enlightenment He provides for our souls on this pilgrim journey can 
impel us to proclaim the power of Christ through our comportment 
and outlook on life. Our Lenten exercises of prayer, fasting and 
alms-giving help to clarify our purpose by honing our free will. 
Prayer knocks at the door, fasting obtains, mercy receives. As we 
press on towards Holy Week, let us be attentive and intensive in 
our Lenten disciplines to receive what we need, and what Christ 
desires to bestow upon us. 



Food & Fellowship Meal - 5-6 PM 
March 13:  Baked potato with all the fixings!  

All are welcome, free will donation. 
 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

10 Sun 9:30AM Coffee & Rolls– St. Mary 

11 Mon 6:30PM KC’s Rosary– Chapel 

11 Mon 7:00PM KC’s Meeting– Room C 

12 Tues 9-11AM Mom’s Group- Couch Room 

12 Tues 4PM Study Group- Room C 

12 Tues 6:15PM  Adult RE (RCIA)- Social Hall 

12 Tues  No Rosary Makers 

13 Wed All Evening RE Classes– Family Adoration 

13 Wed 2:30PM Youth Choir– Sanctuary 

13 Wed 5-6PM Food and Fellowship– Social Hall 

13 Wed 6:00PM Adult Choir– Sanctuary 

13 Wed 7:30PM Confirmation Class– Room C 

14 Thurs 10:30PM  Study Group– Office Conf. Room 

14 Thurs 5:30-6:30PM Family Mission– Social Hall 

14 Thurs 6:30PM Chris Schmidts Bible Study– Couch Rm 

14/15 Thurs/Fri 7:30-7:00AM 
Eucharistic Adoration-Sign up for an  
hour at tinyurl.com/STM Adoration 

15 Fri 5-6PM Adoration 

15 Fri 6PM Stations of the Cross 

15 Fri 6:30PM Fish Fry— Social Hall 

16 Sat 9:00AM Fr. Rod’s  Bible Study- Room C 

16 Sat 10AM-12:30PM Middle School Quiz Bowl– Social Hall 

17 Sun 9:30AM  Coffee & Rolls– St. Monica 

17 Sun 12PM STM Town Hall Meeting– Social Halls 

Don’t forget to bring your Hy-Vee receipts to STM to 
help the school earn cash. Drop them in the donation 
container on the table under the bulletin board. Also 
detailed Aisles online printed receipts work to.  
  Brookings Hy-Vee Receipts Only

MASS SCHEDULE &  INTENTIONS   

9 Sat 5:00PM Macy Marie Davis †  

10 Sun 8:30AM Mick Warborg †  

10 Sun 10:30AM Tom Klosterman †  

10 Sun 5:15PM For the people                            ( Spanish) 

11 Mon 7:00 AM NO MASS 

12 Tues 5:15PM Robert Foster †  

13 Wed 12:10PM  Respect for the Unborn 

13 Wed 5:15PM Mary Gebhart Moore       

14 Thurs 7:00AM Steve Swath †  

15 Fri 7:00AM Francis Murphy †  

16 Sat 5:00PM Fr. Roger Geditz †  

17 Sun 8:30AM Louis & Darleen Duffy †  

17 Sun 10:30AM Barbara Stevens †   

17 Sun 5:15 PM For the people                             (Spanish) 

Our Parish will have a Food Pantry drive in March and every 
other month after that. There will be a grocery cart in the 
Gathering area with suggestions for most needed items to 
bring. Thank you for all the donations! 

RE and Discipleship Programs:                                   
Senior Scholarship Info:  St. Thomas More offers scholar-
ships opportunities to all of our graduating seniors. Applications 
can be found in the office, gather space, and online. Applica-
tions are due March 15th.                                                                         
Steubenville July 2024:   STM is taking a bus of High School 
students to Steubenville Rochester. The dates are July 12-14. 
Contact coordinator@stmbrookings for more info. & register on 
our website.                                                                                     
D-Camp Registration is Open :Calling to all Middle Schoolers 
and High Schoolers! D-Camp registration is open! For registra-
tion and more info go to https:/www.sfcatholic.org/youth/d-
camp/                                                                                     
Confirmation class : Sophomores at STM looking to receive 
the sacrament of Confirmation, the first class will begin March 
6th at 7:30pm in RM C. Parents are asked to join for this first 
class with their son or daughter. The dates for upcoming clas-
ses are March 13th, 20th. April 3rd, 10th.                                
Living Stations Practice: High schoolers looking to be a 
part of the living stations, the first practice will be Monday at 
6:30pm in the couch room.  Please contact  coordina-
tor@stmbrookings.org   for more info.                                   
Family Adoration: This coming Wednesday, March 13th, RE 
will be having family adoration. Students will come to class as 
normal but will have a chance to go to adoration during their 
class time. Parents are invited and encouraged to go to Adora-
tion with their son or daughter class. All are welcome to come 
visit the blessed sacrament from 4:00pm-8:00pm on the 13th.  

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Barba-
ra Stevens, Mother of Fr. David Stevens. May 
Barbara and all the faithful departed rest in 
peace. 

Welcome! New to Brookings or have you been coming to 
St. Thomas More for a while but not a member? You can 
join our St. Thomas More Church family by contacting the 
parish office and filling out a short form. Contact us today 
at 605-692-4361 

News from the STMCS Saints!   
Can you even believe that there’s only 51 days of school left for 
the year and that the end of the 3rd quarter is on Friday, March 8th! 
Time really does fly by when you’re having fun, and boy are we ever 
having fun here at STMCS!  
The STMCS Saints are celebrating “Read Across America Week” 
from March 4-8—celebrating with fun dress-up days, reading chal-
lenges and mystery readers! We will also celebrate by having our 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Dance on March 17th from 4-6pm in the gym. 
This dance is free for all St. Thomas More Catholic School families. 
Please look for other details about this coming soon.  
As you know, STMCS is expanding for the 24/25 school year to 
include 5th Grade! Enrollment is now OPEN, and we would 
love to FILL OUR SCHOOL!! We are eternally grateful to God for 
His providential love in sustaining and growing our beloved school, 
and are full of hope in seeing what the future brings! We will have an 
open house for ANY interested families on MARCH 18, 2024 from 
5:00-6:30! All are invited to attend and bring a friend!  
May Our Heavenly Father pour forth His generous love into your 
heart! Be More—Be A SAINT!! 

There will be a Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, March 
17, at 12pm after Mass in the Social Hall. This meeting 
will last one hour, and is open to the parishioners of 
St. Thomas More. We will discuss ideas and future 
planning brought forth from advisory meetings. 

https://www.sfcatholic.org/youth/d-camp/
https://www.sfcatholic.org/youth/d-camp/
mailto:coordinator@stmbrookings.org
mailto:coordinator@stmbrookings.org


Counter Schedule March 17
th

 
 

Al & Joan Baker and Mike Sprenger and Carlo Birgen 

Last Week’s Donations 
From  Feb. 29– March 6, 2024 

Weekly Budget  $ 14,942.31       Year to Date $ 537,923.16 
Weekly Giving   $ 28,559.00       Year to Date $ 607,626.25 
Last Year’s Giving July-Feb.                            $ 553,331.98 

 
Memorial, 

Feast,  
or Solemnity 

Readings 

Mon. Lenten Weekday Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 

Tues. Lenten Weekday 
 
Ez 47:1-9,12; Jn 5:1-16 
 

Wed. Lenten Weekday Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 

Thur. Lenten Weekday Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 

Fri. Lenten Weekday Wis 2:1a,12-22; Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30 

Sat. Lenten Weekday Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 

Schedule 
 

Free Adult Aerobics classes    
 Low-impact aerobics:   Contact Joan: 695-6994  
 Mon, Tues, Thurs 5:30 to 6:30pm & Sat 10:00am 

      Dance Aerobics:   Contact Leanne: 690-4420 
 Tues, Thurs 6:30 to 7:30pm & Sat 9:00am.  

All are welcome, free of charge! 
Non-Parish members are asked to sign a waiver.  

STM CHOIRS                                                           
 All are welcome! Contact Sara Olson, our music  
liturgist, at sara@stmbrookings.org or 692-4361.  
STM Choir-High School & Adults. The choir sings Sundays 
and is directed by Dr. Laura Diddle-Hildebrandt. New voices 
are always welcome!  Rehearsals are Wed at 6:00PM. The 
Choir will sing at 8:30am mass. 
Youth Choir - Grades 2-8. YC meets on Wednesday after-
noons from 2:30-3:45PM.  We start with snacks at 2:30 in the 
Social Hall. YC sings at one Sunday morning Mass a month 
and is directed by Sara Olson. Contact 
sara@stmbrookings.org  to register. 
 Our Nation Needs Fatima Rosary group will meet at STM 

on Saturday,  Saturday March 23rd at 10am . Meet in 
Chapel. If you have any questions please call Colleen 
Bergjord at 605-651-9122. 

 Weekend of March 16th thru 17th 

  Lector Server EM U/G 

  
5:00 PM 

Anita Thomas(1)  
Dee Johnson(2) 

Nolan Brink 
Holden Larson 
Camden Larson 

Rita Harming 
Scott Mark 
Peggy Settle-Kenefick 
Margie Streier 

Blaine Hoff 
Craig Johnson 
Paul Thomas 
NOT FILLED 

8:30 AM 
Tom Coughlin (1) 
Phil Carlson (2)  

Will Gent 
NOT FILLED 
NOT FILLED 

Mary Schulte 
Joe Schulte 
Julie Tkach 
Liz Whaley 

Steve Kirkey 
Brant Mathiason 
Bill Zink 
NOT FILLED 

10:30 
AM 

Bill Richter (1) 
NOT FILLED (2)  

 
Hadley Myers 
Kaleb Stadler 
NOT FILLED 
 
 

  
Melissa Kurtenbach 
Angela Pillatzki 
Bill Richter 
NOT FILLED 
 

Matt Caron 
Tom Davis 
Jack Longar 
NOT FILLED 

Men's Rosary: Monday March 25th there is a rosary held 
in the chapel at 7:00pm praying for vocations and for the 
men in our parish. All men are welcome. Fellowship to 
follow.                                                                             

Family Lenten Mission: Thurs-
days in Lent remaining sessions 
are on March 14 & 21 from 
5:30pm- 6:30pm. Simple meal 
and child care will be available. 
To register please go to the par-
ish website.  

Jacks for Life is sponsoring a 
Lenten Baby Drive:  Through-
out the season of Lent, there will 
be a baby crib in our Gathering 
space for donations of baby 
items. Items needed: Bottles/
sippy cups, blankets, clothes, 
bibs, diapers, pacifiers & toilet-
ries/wipes. Thank you for your  
generosity!   

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Ct. St. Agnes #618 Schol-
arship:                                                                                                
1-$1000 scholarship for a graduating senior or incoming freshman 
at a university, college or vocational school.                                                                               
1-$1000 scholarship for an upperclassman attending a university, 
college or vocational school.                                                        
Applicants must have a parent or family member that is a member 
of St. Thomas More Parish in Brookings. Applications may be 
picked up at St. Thomas More Parish Office.  Due Date is April 26, 
2024.  Two letters of recommendation from a teacher, principal 
and/or parish member are required.  Transcripts of grades for up-
perclassmen must be furnished along with the application form.  

STM Catholic Quiz Bowl & Pizza: On Saturday  March 
16th, 10am to 12:30pm. Open to all Middle school stu-
dents registered in Pastorate 8. More info 
at stmbrookings.weebly.com.  Interested, 
contact Natalie Cook, 605-692-8309 
or   coordinator@stmbrookings.org.  

Domestic Abuse and Human Trafficking Awareness 
Project  Catholic Daughter of the Americas, Ct. St. 
Agnes #618, Brookings. March is CDA Abuse Awareness 
Month. Our goal is to raise funds through Life Savers® 

Sales to assist victims of Domestic Abuse and Human 
Trafficking in South Dakota. Members will be available to 
offer Lifesavers after Mass on March 16th and 17th. 

http://stmbrookings.weebly.com/
mailto:coordinator@stmbrookings.org



