SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC PARISH

1700 8" Street South ¢ Brookings, SD 57006 ¢ ¢ 605-692-4361 ¢ ¢ www.stmbrookings.org

5th Sunday of Lent Fr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, Pastor 692-4361

Fr. David Stevens, Parochial Vicar 692-4361

March 17, 2024 Meghan Kelly, Principal 692-6796

Lisa Elsinger, Business Manager 692-4361

Marie Bothe, Parish Secretary 692-4361

Weekend Mass Times: Phil Carlson, Pastoral Assistant 692-4361

gatnudrg;y ggg"AM 10:30 AM Sara Olson, Music/Liturgy 692-4361

5:15 PM (Spanish) Evan Baumberger, Dir. of Evangelization 692-8309

Confessions: Natalie Cook, Coord. of Evangglization 692-8309

Tues & Wed 4:30 - 5:10 PM Teresa McDermott, Admin Assistant 692-8309

Saturday 3:30 — 4:30 PM Angela Bucholz, School Secretary 692-6796
info@stmbrookings.org 692-4361

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:3-4,12-13,14-15
Hebrews 5:7-9

John 12:20-33

| will place my law within them and write it upon their hearts; | will be their God.
Create a clean heart, a clean heart in me, O God.

He became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

Whoever serves me must follow me, says the Lord.

From Fr. Tom Fitzpatick:

It is the Fifth Sunday of Lent already, and before we know it Holy

Week will be upon us. Next week is Palm Sunday! We are enter-
ing the homestretch of Lent, when we continue to embrace and
endure the disciplines we have undertaken or to get going with our
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We are kind of in the same place
as students who have tests coming in a few weeks; they really
have to delve into the remote preparations for exams by reading,
underlining and taking notes, etc. We are almost there, but not yet.
There is plenty of Lent left.

The within the context of our first reading from the Book of the
Prophet Jeremiah is a yet another demonstration of promise and
fulfillment. As our faith teaches us, the fulfillment always and only
comes through the Person of Christ. At the same time, this partic-
ular instance of promise and fulfilment has another component
that is constant in our life in Christ: what we call the “already, but
not yet”.

The promise the Lord made through Jeremiah to literally write His
love and law on their hearts must have sounded rather far-flung to
the Israelites at the time. One constant in their struggles to know

God and trust in His care and Providence is the fact that every-
thing seemed to take so long as we toil in difficulty. To them, as
evidenced by the witness of Scripture, inaction meant sluggish-
ness on the part of God to rush to their aid when difficulties arose
and obstacles hindered their freedom and relief from enemies.
Even worse, it led to distrust, then a falling back on their old ways.

We labor under the same burden too. The “already but not yet” of
the Kingdom of God means that the promise God made through
Jeremiah looks past even the reconciliation of the People of God
through the Passion of Christ: what we are talking about here is
the New Heaven and New Earth promised by Christ when He
comes again. It is an example of how all the promises of Christ
and the actions of God are “hidden” in the Old Testament.

While Christ is already present in His Church, and the Kingdom of
God reigns for those who seek its reality, the fact is that “This
reign is still under attack by the evil powers even though they have

been defeated definitively by Christ’s Passover’ (CCC #751). The New
Heaven and New Earth will be formed when Christ comes again, as
we know. We also know this is the one prophecy yet to be fulfilled in its
entirety. So the “already” is the victory of Christ and our recourse to
His grace and charity. We are encouraged to share the spoils of His
victory over sin and death through faith in Him, confident that the “not
yet” is just a matter of time.

So between this rock and hard place we seek to live as children of the
light, following the age-old ways of God. Faith is the counter-balance
to our sometime faulty demands for immediate action from God, as the
Israelites mistakenly sought. They forgot, and constantly needed to be
reminded that “inaction” from God never meant He was not present to
them, or in their midst. His patience with their shenanigans and provi-
dential care was always an encouragement to willfully trust Him in
faith.

Thus we find ourselves in the last weeks of Lent, sacrificing and seek-
ing, and maybe wondering what good it all does. This is where our
faith assures us what we really know. We must press on, because we
want to be ready for the coming of Christ in the “not yet” of His Second
Coming, and the “already” by His victory at Easter.

Runners drag themselves out in all types of bleak and inclement
weather far in advance of race day because they know intuitively the
tough days are the ones that pay off when race time comes. We are in
the same boat...we continue to slog on, knowing that Lenten prepara-
tion helps us to enter more deeply into the mystery of our Salvation
come the next few weeks. Lenten rigor leads joy, and the grace of God
we desire and need to thrive in already, but not yet of the Kingdom of
God.

Remember! Grace is the light that helps us see our way home from the
darkened world in which we live. This same light led the Israelite
through the desert. We are called to be children of the light for precise-
ly this reason. The forces of evil took Jesus in the dark of the night
even though He preached openly in the daylight before them. As
God'’s creatures called to be children of light, we continue on this Len-
ten march to Calvary with Christ, the light of the world. This is so we
may live always in the light of His Resurrection, judged by the one and
only Just Judge.




: RE and Discipleship Programs:
: Steubenville July 2024: STM is taking a bus of High School

: students to Steubenville Rochester. The dates are July 12-14.
: Contact coordinator@stmbrookings for more info. & register on

* our website.

: D-Camp Registration is Open :Calling to all Middle Schoolers
= and High Schoolers! D-Camp registration is open! For registra-
: tion and more info go to https:/www.sfcatholic.org/youth/d-

= camp/

: Confirmation class : STM Confirmation, classes will be in the

= Social Hall at 7:00pm on Wednesdays, March 20th. April 3rd,

: 10th.

: Living Stations Practice: High schoolers looking to be a
= part of the living stations, practice will be on Monday. Please
= contact coordinator@stmbrookings.org for more info.

F
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Food & Fellowship Meal - 5-6 PM
March 20: Tater tot hot dish

All are welcome, free will donation.

-

News from the STMCS Saints! | simply cannot believe how
quickly this year has flown by and that we are already in the

4™ quarter of school! God has faithfully poured out His abundant
blessings upon STMCS this year as He has since our founding; it has
been absolutely beautiful to behold and simply a JOY to be a part of!
Praise be Jesus Christ now and forever! The Saints are getting excit-
ed for our annual St. Patrick's Day Dance on March 17th--a great
way to celebrate this amazing Saint and being Catholic!

As you are aware, STMCS is expanding for the 24/25 school year
to include 5" Grade! Enroliment is now OPEN, and we would
love to FILL OUR SCHOOL!! We will have an open house for ANY
interested families on MARCH 18, 2024 from 5:00-6:30! All are
invited to attend and bring a friend!

Men's Rosary: Monday March 25th there is a rosary held
in the chapel at 7:00pm praying for vocations and for the
men in our parish. All men are welcome. Fellowship to
follow.

Our Nation Needs Fatima Rosary group will meet at STM
on Saturday, Saturday March 23rd at 10am . Meet in
Chapel. If you have any questions please call Colleen
Bergjord at 605-651-9122.

Group Study Opportunity : All are invited to join us for a
book study: Saint Paul by Pope Benedict XVI on Thursdays
from 10:30 am-11:30 am in Office Conference Room. Cost

is $14.00 for book. Study begins April 4 and will end on May

16.

Family Lenten Mission: Last remaining session is on

Thursday, March 21 from 5:30pm- 6:30pm. Simple meal
and child care will be available. To register please go to
the parish website.

- Don’t forget to bring your Hy-Vee receipts to STM to

I help the school earn cash. Drop them in the donation

= container on the table under the bulletin board. Also de-
I tailed Aisles online printed receipts work to.

i Brookings Hy-Vee Receipts Only

Our Parish will have a Food Pantry drive in March and every
other month after that. There will be a grocery cart in the
Gathering area with suggestions for most needed items to
bring. Thank you for all the donations!

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary
Gebhart Moore, Sister of Annette Stein and
Rita Harming. May Mary and all the faithful de-

|
|
~ parted rest in peace. :
-l
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: Welcome! New to Brookings or have you been coming to :
: St. Thomas More for a while but not a member? You can :
: join our St. Thomas More Church family by contacting the :
: parish office and filling out a short form. Contact us today :
: at 605-692-4361 :
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Volunteers Needed: To clean palms for Palm Sunday and
prep candles for Easter vigil. Friday, March 22, 9:00 am, Social

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK Hall. Questions? Call 605-690-0756.
17 |Sun 9:30AM [Coffee & Rolls— St. Monica
17 |Sun 9:30-10:30am [Steubenville Parent Meeting-Room C b el =2 & WAL
19 |Tues 9-11AM [Mom’s Group- Couch Room 17 | Sat 5:00PM |Fr. Roger Geditz
19 [Tues 4PM [Study Group- Room C 17| Sun | 8:30AM |Louis & Darleen Duffy t
19 [Tues 6:15PM | Adult RE (RCIA)- Social Hall 17| Sun | 10:30AM |Barbara Stevens t
19 [Tues 5-8PM |[CDA Meeting- Room C -
20 IWed All Evening |RE Classes 17 | Sun 5:15PM |For the people ( Spanish)
20 |Wed 2:30PM [Youth Choir— Sanctuary 18| Mon | 7:00 AM |NO MASS
20 |Wed 5-6PM |Food and Fellowship— Social Hall 19 | Tues | 5:15PM |Int of Catholic Daughters
20 jwed 7-00PM[Confimation Gass. Roor G 20| Wed | 12:10PM_|Julfann Moeckly t
21 [Thurs 10:30AM | Study Group— Office Conf. Room 20 | Wed | 5:15PM |Loraine Larsen T
21 [Thurs 5:30-6:30PM |Family Mission— Social Hall 21 | Thurs | 7:00AM |Steve Swath t
21/22[Thurs/Fri|  7:30-7:00AM Egj:‘:[‘ffr:; Adloration Sign up for an 22| Fri | 7:00AM [Steve Swath t
22 [Fri 5-6PM |Adoration 23 | Sat 5:00PM |Holly Almhjeld 1
22 [Fri 6PM [Stations of the Cross 24| Sun 8:30AM |Int of Harry & Ruth Zins
22 [Fri : Fish Fry— ial Hall .
23 [Sat S;ggm . Rods Bsigl(zaaStuzy- Room C 24| Sun | 10:30AM |John Fink ¥
24 [Sun 1:30PM |[Communal Penance 24| Sun | 5:15PM |For the people (Spanish)



https://www.sfcatholic.org/youth/d-camp/
https://www.sfcatholic.org/youth/d-camp/
mailto:coordinator@stmbrookings.org

Memorial,
Feast,
or Solemnity

Readings

Dn 13:1-9,15-17,19-30, 33-62 Jn 8:1-

Mon. 11

Lenten Weekday

2 Sm 7:4-5a,12-14a,16; Rom 4:13,16
-18,22; Mt 1:16,18-21,24a; Lk 2:41-
51a

Saint Joseph,
Tues. [Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Wed. |Lenten Weekday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92,95; Jn 8:31-42
Thur. |Lenten Weekday  |Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59

Fri. |Lenten Weekday |[Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42

Sat. |Lenten Weekday Ez 37:21-28; Jn 11:45-56

Extra Confessions Times:

Tuesday March 19
Wednesday March 20
Thursday March 21
Friday March 22

Noon & 4:30pm

Noon & 4:30pm

Noon

Noon & 4:30-5:45pm

Noon (2 Priests) & 3:00pm-4:30pm
1:30pm Communal Penance
Noon & 4:30pm

4:30-5:45pm

Noon & 4:30pm

Saturday March 23
Sunday March 24
Tuesday March 26
Wednesday March 27
Thursday March 28

Counter Schedule March 24"
Connie & Harry Mansheim and Vicki Whitehead

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Ct. St. Agnes #618 Schol-
arship:

1-$1000 scholarship for a graduating senior or incoming freshman
at a university, college or vocational school.

1-$1000 scholarship for an upperclassman attending a university,
college or vocational school.

Applicants must have a parent or family member that is a member
of St. Thomas More Parish in Brookings. Applications may be
picked up at St. Thomas More Parish Office. Due Date is April 26,
2024. Two letters of recommendation from a teacher, principal
and/or parish member are required. Transcripts of grades for up-
perclassmen must be furnished along with the application form.

The St. Thomas Catholic School in Madison, SD is
having a Pork Loin Dinner & Auction on Sunday,
March 24. The 11AM dinner is pork loin sandwiches,
au gratin potatoes, green beans & cookie. Adults are
$15, Children 5-12 are $5, under 5 free. The live auc-
tion with Chuck Sutton starts at noon.

Easter Memorial Flowers:

If you would like to give a donation for Easter
flowers or a memorial, please do so by enclos-
ing your gift with a note indicating for whom and
I from whom. You may drop it off in office or

! place it in the collection marked Easter flowers
memorial. If you prefer to give online, go to
stmbrookings.weshareonline.org.

Last Week’s Donations

From March 7-13, 2024
Weekly Budget $ 14,942.31 Year to Date $ 552,865.47
Weekly Giving $ 18,414.97  Year to Date $ 626,041.22
Last Year’s Giving July-March $631,170.27

St. Thomas More Set Ablaze Townhall meet-
ing for today, Sunday March 17th has been

postponed. Due to family emergencies, our pastor Fr.
Fitzpatrick has had to make a trip to Philadelphia for a
funeral. He wishes that he could be with us this weekend
but due to the current situation has to be home with his
family. Please pray for him and the Fitzpatrick family in
their time of sorrow. An alternative time for the town hall
meeting has not yet been scheduled. Please continue to
check the bulletin for an updated time.

***Don’t forget that we have “hearing devices” located on
the table between the doors of the Church. You can use
the provided headphones, or bring your own set. Also,

there are two “neckloop telecoil couplers” that will transmit

the sound directly into one’s hearing aid.***

Please be sure to notify St. Thomas More staff if you or

a family member wish to receive sacraments or visits

when hospitalized or homebound. Please allow us to
serve your spiritual needs by keeping us informed. Thank

you.

Weekend of March 23th thru 24th

Needed: There is consistent

Lector Server EM U/G need for volunteers who can
Doug Austreim L oarme Banken visit and(or) take the Eucharist
Kathy Gilpin(1) iiﬂ?ﬁ:&b?g:f:n Pascal Bedard Kevin Banken fo shut-ins. ShL.:,t"g.s' P!egse p_ra;; to dis-
5:00 PM |Mark Meyer(2) NOT FILLED Dave Helgeland Melissa Hafenbreidel | € if this ministry is for you.
Maureen Higgins Dave Hafenbreidel Those you visit a':‘ blessed by
- your presence, and you receive
Clark Mullaney ~ [(€ri Bachar NOT FILLED great blessings in return. Could
. Gary Duffy (1) Laura Davis NOT FILLED 1
8:30 AM Kale Nelsen you donate a %2 an hour 2x a
Judy Duffy (2) Brenna Nelson Reece Kurtenbach NOT FILLED et .. -
Kami Kurtenbach NOT FILLED month for this important ministry?
Training and Safe and Sacred
Environment Certification is re-
Jacob Novotny Ronda Kantack Dave Schneider quired. For more information
10:30 |Brand Wiemann (1) |Nolan Gross Deb Leiferman NOT FILLED call Phil 692-4361 ’
AM Ronda Kantack (2) [Emerson Gross  [Shelly Wiemann NOT FILLED )
Brad Wiemann NOT FILLED




Ribstein & Hogan
Law Firm

621 6th St., Brookings
605-692-1818

www.sdakotalaw.com

1 and 2 bedroom
apartments

GIVE US A CALL AT
605-692-6333
or 605-695-2475
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office located at 603 Main Ave | MoriartyApartments.com

Member

2
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PHILIP CARLSON
K of C Field Agent
605-695-4793
philip.carlson@kofc.org

Your Shield
for Life

Life Insurance/Annuities | Long Term Care/Disability

Our mission -
making lives easier,
healthier, happier

AUSTREIM

LANDSCAPING

Landscaping - Irrigation

NOW HIRING

Part-Time, Full-Time & Weekend Production

? Flexible schedules to fit your life
¥ Shift differentials available
¥ We want to talk to you! Apply Today

DAKTRONICS.COM/JOBS D

DAKTRONICS

Dakotah Gold

Insurance Inc.

627-5261

Volga, SD 57071
-

Trusted
Choice”

Independent insurance. Agent
Auto » Home * Farm ¢ Life « Medicare
Long-Term Care * Commercial
Group & Individual Health « Business

DANCE PERFORMANCE E
~ leaders in dance education since 1994

(605) 690-2390

2610 Wilbert Court | Brookings

605-692-1005

o . . S

HITCH

Slodlin

" WEDDING
M *% *MM*‘X

HITCHSTUDIO.COM - 605-592-9072

Noter @\Works
\)\/C]e‘l-er WOrkLé BROOKINGS MONUMENT MCCIemans
= 5 COMPANY
& Salt Deleerg &V Spas & Accessories 692-8-1 81
v Water Softeners . Chemicals & Filters Lisa Friedrich Brookings
' Bottled Water & Drinking Sustems Memorial Design - Laser Etching Cat

God is ProLife.

Cody & Barb Heller
www.WaterWorksSD.com | (605) 651-0015

Are Y(‘)y, 3
@
o ‘ FUNERAL HOME
9, Q & Cremation Services
; - 105 West 8th St. South, PO Box 424 Andrew Nic John
Vet Brookings, SD 57006 605-692-6221 Zerfas Polly Brandriet Radtke
Ad paid’for by §ally ohm www.rudesfuneralhome.com

Mike & Kathy

Bronze Plaques - Final Dates

(605) 692-4224
507 Main Ave S, Brookings
brookingsmonumentcompany.com

NG
Eidsness FONERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
www.eidsnessfuneralhome.com

Mitch
Steinhoff

FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

692-6384

Bill
Zink

Kent
Leibel

CENTURY 21

Krogman & Company

(605) 692-2100
century21brookings.com

Ryan Krogman 605.695.2188
Mike McClemans 605.690.1860
Matt Krogman 605.695.1236
Emilie Portz 605.695.4648

Storage Units
Contractor Shops

Steel Shipping Containers

HELSPER, MCCARTY
& RASMUSSEN, P.C.

LAW FIRM
WWW.

LAWINSD.COM 605-692-7775

Incl. Medicare supplements, Part “D” and long term care

= %\{elh(r}mr&
ueCross
V&) . BlueShield

An Independent License of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

323 22nd Avenue ¥
[RE Brookings Kimberly Ton 605.651.8742 69591M56
k. Richard J. Helsper DonMcCarty  Jennifer Goldammer  Teree Nesvold
Terry Anderson Insurance d | 3 Cottor -]
104 West 6th Street  (605) 692-4722 | Sha-klee \‘f SSUNLAMG, | Modern Woodmen 777
Health Insurance for Business, Family & Individuals; fhdependent Distibutor n(/y/ = : “The First in Synthetics”
’ 6t Giviog Life insurance, retirement 7

Healthy Nutrition-Healthy Home

Marne
Always Safe, Always Works, Hult
Always Green Gift Planning
Officer
www.greathealth4u.org
605.880.1460

Paula Davis, Distributor
Brookings, SD | 692-2943

Best Choice

REAL ESTATE

611 6th Street, Brookings
(O (605) 692-9200 @ @

Dy

691-9200

\ o V, \
f»H View homes from the comfort of your couch, check out our VIRT

Plo c
Pt

690-9200 690-3127

54‘;& | @ www.brookingshomes.com

/o, \ ¢ X
UAL TOURS! Find them on our website & youtube channel!

planning and financial services

Bob Weisheck, FICF, LUTCF
305 4th St., Ste. C
Brookings, SD 57006
605-697-7118
Robert.L.Weisbec

Direct Dealer

.| 690-5327
When “good enough” is
not good enough!
MIGHT BE PREGNANT?

vicesInc.

HECK US OUT ONLINE!

Best Choice Real Estate B Blrth"ght
(ebestchoicebrookings) c HELP
ebestchoicebrookings Call Hotline at

1-800-550-4900
You

BestChoice RealEstate

FREE TESTS ¢ OPTIONS
RESOURCES




