
SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURES  
1 Sam 16:1, 6-7,10-13 Samuel anointed David in the presence of his brothers … the spirit rushed upon David.  
 

Psalm 23  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

Ephesians 5:8-14 You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light. 
 

John 9:1-41  While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.  
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 4th Sunday of Lent 
 

March 22nd, 2020 

Confessions:     
 Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri      
     12:00noon — 1:00pm 
Tues & Wed 
       4:45 — 5:10 PM                             

Saturday 
       3:45 — 4:30 PM  

From Fr. Terry:  Here’s a quote from St. Julian of Nor-
wich who lived through two waves of the Middle Ages 
plagues:  “It is God’s will that we accept His promises 
and His comforting's as broadly and as powerfully as 
we can receive them.  And He also wills that we accept 
our waiting and our distress as lightly as we can take 
them and pay no attention to them — for the more 
lightly we take them, and the less value we place on 
them for the sake of love, the less pain shall we have in 
experiencing them, and the more favor and regard will 
we have because of them.” 
  Today, the Fourth Sunday of Lent, is called:  
Laetare Sunday.  Laetare means to rejoice.  Since there 
are six Sundays in Lent, Laetare Sunday falls just past 
the midpoint of Lent, and for that reason, Laetare Sunday 
has traditionally been viewed as a day of celebration and 
rejoicing, on which the austerity of Lent is briefly less-
ened.  And so we celebrate with a little more festivity.  
And, like on other great feast days, if you wish, you can 
relax your Lenten Penances a bit.  Hopefully everyone 
can find something to be joyful about during these trying 
times, because we are people of faith. 
 This week on Thursday, is the  CHRISM MASS.  
Normally all Priests of the diocese renew their promise 
of obedience to the Bishop; but, because of the current 
conditions set forth by the CDC, I will not attend.  
 However, it will be live-streamed on the diocesan 
website, and, you may wish to watch the ceremony.  See 
the Mass whereby the bishop will blesses the oils used in 
the Church’s sacraments. This includes: the Oil of Cate-
chumens - for those who are to be baptized; the Oil of 
the Sick - for those receiving the Sacrament of the Sick; 
and, the Sacred Chrism – which is used in Baptisms, 
Confirmations, and Priesthood ordinations. You can 
watch in at:  www.sfcatholic.org. 

The Sacrament of Confession:  Although we cannot of-
fer Mass at this time, people can still receive the Sacra-
ment of Penance.  With the seriousness of the current pan-
demic, we should all seriously look at our souls.  And 
Confession is the most excellent way to grow closer to our 
Lord receiving the love and mercy he wants to give.  
Please notice on the Confession schedule above as there 
are more times added.   
Formed.org is now easier to investigate. 
If you do NOT already have an account, click  “sign up.” 
Next, click on “I belong to a Parish or Organization.”   
To find your parish, type in “St. Thomas More, Brookings, 
SD,” and click on it when our parish’s name appears.  
Click “next” and type in your name and email address.  
Click “sign up and you are ready to go. 
For Families:  On this Joyful day, why not watch a joyful 
movie on a joyful saint:  Mother Teresa!  In an acclaimed 
film portrayal, Olivia Hussey illuminates the life story of 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the selfless missionary who 
brought hope, love, and salvation to the poorest of the 
poor. The movie examines the fundamental moments of 
Mother Teresa's life from her childhood in Albania in the 
1920s to her first calling as a nun, the decision to leave her 
order and live with the poorest of the poor, the challenges 
of founding the Congregation of the Missionaries of Char-
ity, and her great work of service in Calcutta and the rest 
of the world.  Her faith and loving works transcended 
hardships and ultimately earned her international acclaim, 
including the Nobel Peace Prize. The many small mira-
cles, great charity, and humble triumphs of Mother Teresa 
will inspire you in this modern-day saint. 
For Children:  Let’s Learn About Lent:  Join Brother  
Francis in this compact presentation of what Lent is all 
about and how we observe it as Catholics. Great for the 
whole family!  
 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-lent-700774
https://www.learnreligions.com/midpoint-of-lent-3966145


MASS INTENTIONS   

Donald Bergjord  †  

Beverly Schwing† 

Curt Breyfogle † 

For the People                                    

Victor Miller † 

Regina Heinriey † 

Jack Headley 

Fr. Richard Schmidt † 

Deceased members of the Murphy/Nuese Families† 

Marguerite & Bill Bartscher †                                 

Youth in Brookings   

Delores Devorak † 

Verna Sturdevant † 

For the People                                    

 
Memorial, 

Feast,  
or Solemnity 

Readings 

Mon. Lenten Weekday Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 

Tues. Lenten Weekday Ez 47:1-9,12; Jn 5:1-16 

Wed. 
The Annunciation 
of the Lord 

Is 7:10-14,8:10;Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 

Thurs St. Joseph  Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 

Fri. Lenten Weekday Wis 2:1a,12-22; Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30 

Sat. Lenten Weekday Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 

Updated Mass Intentions 
 

Masses listed for this week will be prayed 
privately by both Fr. Terry and Fr. Rod.  

Last Weekend’s Collection 
    From Mar.14-15, 2020 

Weekly Budget $ 13,173.08     Year to Date  $487,403.96   
Weekly Giving  $   8,596.25      Year to Date  $474,450.16 
Last Year’s Giving July-March                       $507,519.07 
Children’s Collection (For the School)            $         11.00 

 
Through the  

Sacrament of Baptism  
we welcome,  

Emma Jean Weinrich(left) & 
 Madeleine Rose Marie Thompson(right) 

 May they grow with us in the love of God. 

 

     Organ Fund Collection 
          Current Total: $2,815 
               Goal: $100,000 

St. Thomas More Catholic School News:   
Do you LOVE Children and want to make a HUGE 
impact in their lives? If so, STMCS is currently hiring, 
and we would love you to join our team!  

 Full-Time Third Grade Classroom Teacher  
            (Valid Certification Required)  

 Part-Time Junior Kindergarten Teacher  
           (Certification or formal ECE or CDA preferred)  
All interested applicants please submit Letter of Intent, Re-
sume and 3 Letters of Reference/Recommendation to STM 
Parish office. Positions open until filled. Questions? Please 
contact the school at 692-6796 or stmcs@stmbrookings.org  
 
CFSA: Thank you to those who have responded to Catholic 
Family Sharing Appeal. Last weekend we reached 57% of 
our parish Catholic Family Sharing Appeal share.  211 of our 
1,108 households have responded. Congratulations and 
thank you! Our goal is 100% participation and we still need to 
hear from some of you. Please fill out your pledge card and 
return it as soon as possible. Pledge cards are also available 
after Mass for those who have misplaced theirs and would 
like to pledge today. 

 
We are restructuring our religious education pro-
grams for the 2020-2021 school year. This reorgani-
zation will result in the opening of three positions:      

1.) Director of Evangelization, 2.) Evangelization Coordinator, 
and, 3.) Administrative Assistant. Interested applicants may 
find a job description for each position on our parish website, 
stmbrookings.org.For more information or to apply, please 
contact Fr Terence Anderson by calling (605)692-4361 or 
emailing him at frterenceanderson@sfcatholic.org. 
 
A Spiritual Communion Prayer by St. Alphonsus de Ligouri: 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sac-
rament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive 
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I em-
brace You as if You were already there and unite myself whol-
ly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen 

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting System  
The new Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting (CBAR) service 
became operational Monday, March 16. The Bishops of the 
United States approved the national reporting system follow-
ing Pope Francis’ May 2019 apostolic letter, Vos estis lux 
mundi (“You are the light of the world”), to address the issue 
of sexual abuse and bishop accountability in the global Cath-
olic Church.   
 CBAR is one way to report allegations, operated by 
Convercent, Inc., an independent, third party entity that pro-
vides intake services to private institutions for reports of sen-
sitive topics such as sexual harassment, through a secure, 
confidential, and professional platform. Individuals may 
make a report by accessing ReportBishopAbuse.org or call-
ing (800) 276-1562. Reports are taken 24 hours a day in 
English and Spanish.  More information may be found at:  
archspm.org/ReportBishopAbuse.  
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